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CITY & COUNTY OF DENVER - PUBLIC WORKS - SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT
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Recycling is one of the easiest, hands-on activities you can
participate in to help reduce global warming.
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DENVER RECYCLES

P CITY AND COUNTY OF DENVER

A program of
Solid Waste Management
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4 for City Services

Printed on 100% post-consumer
paper manufactured with wind power. Denver gets it done!
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Dear Residents:

Thank YO for participating in the City
and County of Denver’s residential recycling
program. Sustainability is a central value of our
administration and our community. Greenprint
Denver is the City’s action agenda for sustainable
practices and our way of leading by example.

By incorporating sustainability as a citywide
operating principal, we have adopted programs and policies

that respect the interdependent relationship among econormic,
environmental and social health. Recycling not only offers numerous
environmental benefits, it also saves the City money. Recycling is
also one of the easiest, hands-on ways that everyone can
actively participate in reducing our impact on the planet — and
the City budget.

With your participation, we can meet our goal of increasing material
recycled in Denver’s recycling program and reducing waste sent to
the landfill by 30 percent per current customer household by 2011.

My family actively uses our purple recycling cart. We hope that you
and your family will use your new cart to recycle everything
that you can. We also encourage you to tell your friends, family
and neighbors about how easy it is to participate in the recycling
program. Thank you for joining us in leaving a legacy of economic
opportunity, environmental health and genuine sustainability for
future generations.

Sincerely,

John W. Hickenlooper
Mayor




Use this guide
fo properly
prepare your
recyclables.

The following is a list of acceptable material:

Corrugated cardboard
<» Flatten & cut cardboard into

pieces no larger than 2 ft. x 2 ft.

s Only broken down boxes inside
the cart will be collected for
recycling.

<% No wax coated cardboard.

Steel cans & empty
aerosol cans
s Aerosol cans must be empty.
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Office paper
< No fluorescent paper.

Magazines &
catalogs
s Remove plastic bags.

Brown paper bags
<% Remove receipts.
<3 No plastic bags.

Plastic bottles

<9 Only plastic bottles. Check
the neck. Bottles have a
neck or opening smaller
than the base of the
container and many have
screw tops. No tubs, cups,
trays, or bags, please.
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The following is a list of acceptable material:

UNacceptable material:
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Glass bottles and jars
s Food & beverage glass only.

Phone books
< Remove bags and magnets.

Paperboard

(cereal boxes, paper towel rolls, etc.)

<» Flatten & cut cardboard into
pieces no larger than 2 ft. x 2 ft.

< Only broken down boxes will be
collected.

< Remove plastic bags.

<3 No foil coated paperboard.

< No paper milk or juice cartons.

s No paper coffee cups.
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Newspaper

s Remove bags, strings &
rubber bands.

—_—

Junk mail
< No fluorescent paper.

Aluminum cans,

aluminum foil &

pie tins

<% Remove as much food
residue from foil & tins as
possible.

NO Plastic bags

NO Plastic tubs

NO Paper milk or juice cartons

NO Garbage

NO Styrofoam

NO Paper coffee cups

Please don’t put these in
your recycling container.
Any item not on the list of acceptable
materials has the ability to ruin an entire
load. Please be careful what you put in
your recycling container.




Please follow the
instructions provided here to
ensure proper and safe use of
your recycling cart.

Set your cart out by 7
a.m. on your collection
day.

Return your cart to
your property by the
end of the day, after your
collection has occurred.
Carts must be stored
on your property, out of
public view. Do not store
your cart in the alley or
on the street. It may be
removed.

Please recycle only
the acceptable
materials. All recyclable
materials may be mixed
together inside the cart.
Only materials in the cart
will be collected. Ensure
that you flatten and cut
cardboard to no larger
than 2 ft. x 2 ft. Make
sure cardboard does not
get jammed in your cart
prohibiting it from being
emptied.

Shredded paper may be
secured in brown paper

bags.

Place loose materials in
your cart. Do not place
any recyclables in
plastic bags. Protect
recyclables from inclement
weather by keeping the lid
closed.

Items placed outside
of your cart will not

be collected. Maximize
space in your cart by
crushing plastic bottles
and aluminum cans, and
cutting boxes down.
Ensure that all your cans
and bottles are empty
before recycling them.
Please remove all lids &
caps and lightly rinse all
containers.

The cart remains the
property of the City
and County of Denver.
It is yours to use for the
purpose of participating

in the Denver Recycles
program. If you move,
please call to return your
cart or to transfer service
to your new address.

Alley Collection
Nl 1,*_# >

)

If your cart is collected in the alley, please make

sure you place it on the proper side of
the alley as instructed. Recycling collection
occurs only on one side of each alley and it may not be
the same side as your trash collection. Make sure the
front of the cart faces the alley and your cart
is at least 4ft. from trash containers or
dumpsters, cars and other obstructions. Do not block
access to your neighbor’s gate, garage or property.
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If your cart is collected from in front of your home, please
set it in the street, wheels against the curb, with the
front of the cart facing the street. Do not
set your cart on the curb. Please ensure that it
is at least 4 ft. from trash containers, cars
and other obstructions.
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&» Face front side out towards
the street or alley.

<» Do not climb on or in cart.

& Only place materials in cart

when it is stable and upright.

» Do not let children play
around the cart.

< Do not tilt or move cart with
the lid open.

& If your cart is broken do
not use it, please call for a
replacement.

Please follow these instructions:

List of acceptable
materials on lid of cart

Do not overfill cat ———————>

Grab cart handle with —>
both hands before
moving cart

Do not stand on
cart wheels

For more information:

Not sure
where to place
your cart for
collection?

Visit DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles and
select service schedule or

Call 3-11

(Outside Denver dial 720.913.1311)
DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles

(Front of cart)
Close lid before
<—— moving cart

" Keep fingers and hands
clear of top rim of cart
when opening and
closing lid

Assigned cart number

<« Do not drag cart

2 )
[ 3

e
The City reserves the right
to remove recycling carts
that are improperly used.
Improper use includes trash in the
cart, carts left in the public right-
of-way (including the alley), abuse
or destruction of the cart outside
of normal wear and tear, and uses
deemed inappropriate by the City.




Mission

Denver Recycles’, a program of Denver Public Works/Solid Waste Management,
mission is to provide residential recycling collection services to residents, reduce the
volume and toxicity of solid waste disposed, and encourage environmentally

responsible purchasing and disposal habits among Denver residents in their
homes, at work, and at school.

Services and other programs

Denver Solid Waste Management provides trash collection
and a number of other services and programs that you
can participate in to help keep our environment and
community clean.

Keep Denver Beautiful
ket il - -

]

ZooN Trash Collection:
MM“ Trash is picked up from eligible residential homes
< weekly. The type of trash collection service depends
mawmwuemr  on Where you live. To find out about your
service call 3-1-1.

Appliance Collection:

Recycle your stoves, washing machines, dryers

and metal appliances containing Freon, such as

refrigerators, freezers and air conditioners. To make
—_— an appliance collection appointment call the

City’s contractor, Unwanted Appliances at

303.430.7142.

4 . Graffiti Removal:

To report graffiti or get involved with
S prevention call 720.865.STOP or visit
_mra®  DenverGov.org/DenverPartnersAgainstGraffiti

Keep Denver Beautiful:
For information on how you can help to get
involved in a community improvement project
call 720.865.6800 or visit
BT DenverGov.org/KDB
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Household
Hazardous Waste
Collection Program

How to dispose of hazardous waste

Beyond collection . . . reducing your use of
hazardous waste.

© Buy only what you need to complete the job.

C Use up what you buy.

C Share extra materials with a friend, neighbor, or
family member.

C Look for the least toxic product or make non-
toxic home made solutions to do the work. For
a copy of Denver Recycles’ booklet, Managing
Hazardous Waste in Your Home, call 3-1-1.

How does it work?

1. Call the HHW Hotline,
800-HHW-PKUP
(800-449-7587) to request a
collection: The operator will
explain the program and ask
you a few questions, including
the type and amount of material
you have for collection. Eligible
residents may opt for a home
collection appointment or to
drop-off their materials by
appointment.

2. A Collection Date is
Scheduled and a Kit is
Shipped: You will receive a
collection Kit a few days before
your collection. The Kit includes
a bag to contain your materials,
instructions, labels and a tie to
secure the bag,.

3. Before Your Collection:
Assemble all of your HHW
according to the instructions
provided in the Kit. We will

not accept materials without
lids or those which are leaking.
Use provided labels to ensure
materials are clearly marked.
Containers must have lids,
and be of 5 gallon-capacity
or less. The bag holds
approximately 125 pounds. If
you have more waste than will
fit into the bag and are willing
to pay for the excess, please call
the hotline for instructions.

4. Household Hazardous
Waste Materials Collected:
On your collection day,

place your HHW items out

as instructed by your hotline
representative by 7 a.m. That’s
it. You're done. You do not even
need to be home.

Please note: Residents may
only use this program once per
year. Residents must be Denver
Solid Waste Management
customers, residing in a single
family home, townhome, or
apartment building of 7 units

or fewer.

C© Do not drag the bag,
instead fill it in the location
that it will be collected.

C© Do not overfill the bag!
There are limits to the
amount of material that we
will collect (see above).

© Make sure the bag is
securely tied.

You are limited

to whatever fits into

the bag. If you wish to pay for

the disposal of more items, call

the hotline; 800-449-7587.




Seasonal Yard Waste Programs

Yard wastes makes up about 20 percent of what Denver residents send to the landfill
every year. This amounts to about 50,000 tons annually. Instead of trashing this

waste, recycle it.

Why Compost?

© Compost is free.

C It’s fresh.

C It conditions your soil so you use less water.

C It helps you grow healthy vegetables,
flowers, fruits and lawns.

C It saves you money on fertilizer.

C It reduces water used for garbage disposal.

© It doesn’t smell.

C© 1It’s good for the planet.

C 1It’s “brown gold.”

Composting
For more information:

C Composting Literature:
To receive brochures or
for more information on
composting call 3=1-1 or
Visit our website.

C Need a compost bin:

Visit Denver Recycles at
DenverGov.orgDenverRecycles
for a list of local and on-line
vendors.

C Community gardening:
Call Denver Urban Gardens,
303-292-9900.

C Water conservation:

Call Denver Water’s
Conservation Hotline,
303-628-6343.

Learn to Compost

Denver Recycles and
Denver Urban Gardens
offer FREE backyard
composting classes.

Call 3=1-1 or visit our website
for a class schedule.

Sign up for a FREE hands-on

composting class by calling
720-865-6810 or visit

DenverGov.orgDenverRecycles.

All classes are FREE, but
participants must register one
week before class, so we can

arrange proper staffing.
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TREECYCLE

Residents may set out their
Christmas trees for recycling
during specified weeks in early
January each year. All the trees
collected are then recycled into
mulch.

LEAFDROP
Residents may bring leaves
from their home to several
drop-off sites on specified
weekends in the autumn.
The leaves are collected and
recycled in compost.

Treecycle Muich
Give-a-Way and
LeafDrop Compost
Sale!

Residents may pick up free
mulch produced from the
Treecycle program and buy
compost made for the leaves
collected in the LeafDrop
program. This event
generally takes place in
early May.



Other Resources

¥

4%

Junk Mail Reduction Recycling Directory Buy Recycled!

Denver Recycles offers residents a
FREE Online Junk Mail Reduction
Kit that contains a series of pre-
addressed letters you can print and
mail to major direct mail marketing
firms to have your name removed
from their lists. To download a Junk
Mail Reduction Kit visit us online at:
DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles.

Check out Denver Recycles’

on-line Recycling Directory at
DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles

to find out where you can recycle
materials from tires to clothing.
The Recycling Directory contains listings
of where you can recycle scrap metal,
car batteries, motor oil, antifreeze,
gasoline, cell phones, toner cartridges,
sneakers, clothing, construction material,
tires, televisions, computers and many
other items not taken in the residential
recycling collection program.

In order to truly “Close the Loop” we
must also make it our responsibility to
purchase and use products made
from recycled materials. Today retail
stores stock a wide variety of high-quality
recycled content products. Be sure to
look for language that specifies
recycled content when selecting your
products (the recycling symbol alone
does not denote that the product is made
with recycled content). A Buy Recycled
Shopping List of local recycled

content products can be found online at:
DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles.

The City & County of
Denver offers a number
of other environmental

resources 0N its website:

Denver Recycles

DenverGov.org/DenverRecycles

C Simple things you can do to
protect our environment.

C Marv’s Kids page.

C “The Recycle Cycle” video.

© Business recycling information.

C andmore. ..

Greenprint Denver
GreenprintDenver.org
© Water Conservation.

C Energy & Emissions.

C How to get involved.
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